CHILDREN   IN   INSTITUTIONS                               221
from their homes to institutions is more harmful at this age (two
years) than at any other."
(3) Further evidence is offered by Dr. John Bowlby's investiga-
tion into the history and psychology of juvenile thieves.1
Dr. Bowlby investigated the characters and home life of forty-
four juvenile thieves referred to a Child Guidance Clinic. Their
histories and psychological characteristics were closely; compared
\vith the same number of non-delinquent children, a "Control
Group", also referred to the Clinic but for other troubles. Among
his conclusions the following points are relevant to this enquiry:
"The thieves are classified according to their characters. Only
2 were regarded as fairly 'Normal' emotionally, 9 were Depressed,
2 Circular, 13 Hyperthymic, 14 of a character type which has
been christened 'Affectionless' and 4 Schizoid or Schizophrenic.
There are no Affectionless Characters amongst the controls, a
difference which is significant* * (p. 126).
"Seventeen of the thieves had suffered complete and prolonged
separation (six months or more) from their mothers or established
foster-mothers during their first five years of life. Only two
controls had suffered similar separations, a statistically significant
difference. Twelve of the 14 thieves who were of the Affectionless
Character had suffered a prolonged separation in contrast to
only 5 of the remaining 30 thieves, a difference which is again
significant. Clinical evidence is presented which shows that a
prolonged separation is a principal cause of the Affectionless
(and delinquent) Character5* (p. 127).
"The relationship of stealing to truancy and sexual offences
is discussed. Evidence is advanced that the Affectionless Character
is prone to both, and that a substantial proportion of prostitutes
are probably of this character" (p. 127).
"... if early diagnosis is important, how much more vital is
prevention. Certain factors, it is true, cannot be prevented.
Deaths, whether of mother or little brother, will occur, but even
here an understanding of the child's emotions may enable timely
help to be given. Anxious and nagging mothers also may always
be with us, but again an understanding of their problem and the
provision of play centres and nursery schools will go Far to
ameliorate the lot of then: children, . . The prolonged separa-
tion of young children from their mothers may also on occasion
1 "Forty-four Juvenile Thieves: Their Characters and Home-Life," International
Journal of Pycho-Analysis, VoL XXV, Pts. I and II, 1944, and Pts. Ill and IV, 1944-